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Short Abstract 
 
This thesis examines the opportunity for white wine in the Rhône Valley. The aim is to assess 
the drivers, enablers, obstacles, challenges and future prospects to better qualify the untapped 
potential for Rhône whites. It employs multi-methods – data analysis, literature analysis, in-
depth interviews and domain visits in the region. This research is relevant as the region’s heavy 
reliance on reds makes it vulnerable to the wider wine-industry downturn. The findings show 
that in a region famed for reds, the addition of high-quality white wines represent the future. 
The next generation of winemakers, the changing climate and the terroir diversity all attribute 
to this unptapped potential. But educating consumers and the trade, and addressing remaining 
development obstacles are pivotal to unlocking that promise. This thesis contributes to the 
ongoing discussion about future proofing the vineyards of the Rhône.  
     
 
Motivation 
 
I’ve always been inspired by the landscapes, the beauty, the smell of lavender and garrigue, the 
shining sun, the Mediterranean climate, the people, their way of living and the wines of the 
Rhône Valley. Lately, I’m even a regular inhabitant of the region as I own a cozy get away in 
Mirabel-aux-Baronnies.  
 
It strikes me that the diversity, quality and excellent winemaking in the region if often 
overshadowed by the outside perception that Rhône, especially Southern Rhône, is all about 
‘red bulk’. And even though it’s true that Rhône has built a reputation on volume, there is so 
much more to be discovered in one of the most interesting, dynamic and versatile wine regions 
in the world. Its potential is limitless. I felt it was time to bring more nuance to the region’s 
generic perception and dive deeper into one of the most inspiring stories from the region today, 
the story of Rhône white wine renaissance. 
 
Problem 
 
The Rhône Valley is traditionally celebrated for its red wines—78% of its dispatches—with 
icons like Châteauneuf-du-Pape and Hermitage. Grenache Noir and Syrah dominate plantings, 
accounting for over 80% of area under vine. Yet global red wine consumption has fallen 15% 
since 2007, while white wine is up 10% since 2000, now representing 43% of the market.  
 
This shift has squeezed prices and revenues in the Rhône—grape prices at cooperatives are 
declining, regional revenue has fallen 2.6% annually since 2021, and production and exports 
are under pressure. Given its heavy reliance on reds, the region is vulnerable to the wider 
wine-industry downturn. 
 
However, the Rhône also nurtures a rich palette of white varieties—Viognier, Clairette, 
Grenache Blanc, Marsanne, Roussanne and others—capable of producing styles from “lively & 
fresh” to “rich & complex.” Although whites account for only 9% of dispatches, they may offer 
a strategic lifeline and a creative forntier for Rhône winemaking.  
 



This study examines the untapped potential of Rhône whites, identifies drivers and barriers to 
change, and offers development recommendations. 
 
Methodology 
 
The analysis draws on data from Inter Rhône, INAO and the Côtes du Rhône vignerons’ 
syndicate; a review of literature; in-depth interviews with industry experts and winemakers 
(including Matt Walls, Benoit Chaignon and Romain Collard); and site visits to ten domaines 
across the Northern and Southern Rhône. Insights on market trends, technical practices and 
regional dynamics were synthesized to assess enablers, obstacles and future prospects for white 
wine in the Rhône. 
 
Content 
 
The main body of this these consists of four main parts.  
 
First, results. The results section provides short descriptions of the findings in this study, 
addressing the drivers for change, the enablers of the transition, the barriers to overcome and 
the challenges ahead for white wine in the Rhône Valley. 
 
Second, discussion. The discussion section sheds light on the current state of white wine in the 
Rhône, interprets and discusses the earlier presented results and places topics like winemaking, 
terroir diversity, climate change in context. This section also provides suggestions for 
interesting areas to watch when it comes to white wine in the Rhône. It’s the main section in 
this thesis.  
 
Third, recommendations. Based on the results and the discussion several recommendations are 
presented that can help shape the right preconditions for a Rhône white wine renaissance. The 
section also addresses key open-ended questions that merit further exploration.  
 
Fourth, conclusion. The thesis ends with concluding that in a region famed for reds, the 
addition of high-quality white wines represents the future.  
 
The study is supported with seversal appendices that provide deeper insight into data analysis, 
opinions and insights from expert and vignerons from the region and many more interesting 
observations.  
 
Conclusion 
 
The Rhône stands at a pivotal moment with white wine emerging as both a strategic 
opportunity and a creative frontier: its diverse terroirs, evolving climate strategies and a new 
generation of passionate winemakers are fueling a white-wine renaissance. While challenges 
persist—from economic constraints to entrenched perceptions—the potential for Rhône whites 
to redefine the region’s global standing is clear. Continued investment in vineyards, stronger 
storytelling and coordinated marketing will be crucial to unlocking that promise. In a land 
famed for reds, high-quality whites represent the key to Rhône’s next chapter of growth. It’s 
time to dive into the untapped potential of Rhône whites.  
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